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CITY OF SANTA CLARA  

 
HISTORICAL AND LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

MEETING 
 February 7, 2008 - Thursday 

City Manager’s Staff Conference Room 
1500 Warburton Avenue, Santa Clara 

***MINUTES*** 
     7:00 P.M.      
 

 
ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION  
None 
 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
 Chairperson McKee called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. Roll Call 

Commissioners:  Marinshaw, McKee, Patton, Petersen, Richards and Wilson. 
 
Commissioner Boynton was excused. 
 
Volunteer Architectural Advisor, Craig Mineweaser AIA was not present but sent written 
comments regarding the architectural item. 
 
The Director of Planning and Inspection introduced the new City Planner, Carol Anne 
Painter to the Commission and those present. 
 
Staff Present:  Kevin Riley, Director of Planning and Inspection, Carol Anne Painter, 
City Planner and Judith Silva, Associate Planner (Contract). 
 
Guests Present:  Don Arnoldy, Jeff Guinta and Ann MacDonald. 
 

III. Requests for withdrawals and continuances without a hearing 
 None 
 
IV. Approval of Minutes  

A. HLC Meeting Minutes of January 3, 2008 
 It was moved by Commissioner Richards, seconded by Commissioner Wilson and 
 carried to approve the minutes of January 3, 2008. 
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V. Items on this Agenda Requiring Council Action 
The following items may be heard by the City Council upon a recommendation by the 
Historical and Landmarks Commission: 

 None 
 
VI. Council and Planning Commission Actions Pertaining to the Historical and Landmarks  

Commission (Discussion as Needed) 
 Mr. Riley reviewed items of interest for the Commission related to Council.  Ms. Silva 
 advised the Commission there were no Planning Commission items during the month of 
 January related to the Historical and Landmarks Commission. 

 
VII. Correspondence/Announcements 

A. General Correspondence Distributed in Commission Packet 
Commissioner Richards distributed copies of National Trust for Historic Preservation 
resource materials.   
Motion:  It was moved by Commission Richards, seconded by Commission Patton and 
unanimously carried (Commissioner Boynton excused) that 8 copies of the four 
publications be purchased, one for each Commissioner and one staff copy, from the 
Commission’s account. 

 
 Mr. Riley then advised the Commission that Associate Planner, Jeff Schwilk, would be 
 taking over as the Staff Liaison to the Historical and Landmarks Commission beginning  

in April.  
  
 Regarding the General Plan Update, Mr. Riley then noted there are two roles an 
 Historical and Landmarks Commissioner can take:  The Stakeholders Group (individual 
 interviews with consultants) and the General Plan Steering Committee (8 – 20 
 members, including public) He noted this group will likely meet 15-20 times during the 
 General Plan Update and requested volunteer(s) to represent the Historical and 
 Landmarks Commission.  Commissioner Richards was appointed, with Commissioner 
 Petersen as the alternate. 
  
VIII. Public Presentations 
 There were no public presentations. 
 
IX. New Business  

A. Request for Architectural Review and Variances in Conjunction with a 2-Story 
Accessory Structure and 3-Car Garage (Mills Act Property) – 755 Harrison Street 
PLN2008-06822)  
Ms. Silva distributed a copy of Volunteer Architectural Advisor – Craig Mineweaser AIA 
written comments regarding this application.  She noted Mr. Mineweaser concurred with 
staff’s recommendation for denial of this proposal based on incompatibility of the 
existing historic structure and the self-imposed variances (letter attached). 

 
Ms. Silva then distributed a letter received from a neighbor in opposition to the request 
(letter attached) and noted staff was recommending a denial of the request. 

 
Several of the Commissioners expressed concerns with the size of the structure and the 
incompatibility with the historic structure.   
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Jeff Guinta, applicant, then addressed the Commission.  Mr. Guinta stated that the 
property owner wants a garage with a residential accessory unit and that the owner was 
unable to attend the Commission’s meeting.    The applicant then requested a 
continuance for redesign. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Petersen, seconded by Commissioner Patton and 
unanimously carried (Commissioner Boynton excused) to continue this item to the 
March 6th meeting for redesign. 

 
B.  Request for Mills Act – 985 Harrison Street (PLN2007-06782) 
Commissioner Petersen stated he resides within 500 feet of the property and excused 
himself from discussion. 

 
Ms. Silva reviewed the request for a Mills Act Contract for the property located at 985 
Harrison Street.  She noted the residence is currently listed on the City’s 
Architecturally/Historically Significant Properties List.  The Rehabilitation Schedule and 
applicant’s statement of justification were then reviewed. Ms. Silva then noted staff was 
supporting the request and that the Commission’s recommendation would be forwarded 
to City Council.   

 
The applicant/owner, Ann MacDonald was present for discussion.  In response to a 
question from the Commission, Mrs. MacDonald responded that the addition to the rear 
of the historic structure was approximately 400 square feet in size and noted the work 
and restoration that had been done to their home. 

 
Staff was then requested to look into the original square footage of the structure to 
determine if the new addition exceeds the 25 percent addition guideline for Mills Act 
property. 

 
It was then moved by Commissioner Richards, seconded by Commissioner Wilson 
unanimously carried (Commissioners Boynton and Petersen excused) to continue this 
item to the March 6th meeting for additional information requested of staff. 

 
X. Old Business, Referrals and Continued Items  

A. Mills Act Criteria – Exterior and Interior Changes, Additions, Inspections and     
other (discussion, as necessary). 
Staff was requested to provide the Commission previous Mills Act Criteria. 

 
XI. Commissioner/Committee Reports 
           A.  Santa Clara Arts and Historic Consortium (McKee) 

[Fourth Monday of each month at 7:15 p.m. - Headen-Inman House] 
Chairperson McKee stated he had attended the Consortium meeting and that many      
households’ items had been discussed.  He also noted the non-profit needed a new  
refrigerator. 

 
B.  Historic Preservation Society of Santa Clara (Marinshaw) 

      [Second Friday of each month at 10:00 a.m. - Harris Lass Preserve] 
Commissioner Marinshaw reported there had not been a meeting and had no items to 
report. 
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C.  Old Quad Residents Association (Richards/McKee alternate) 
There was no report. 

  
       D.  Neighborhood University Relations (Petersen)  

Commissioner Petersen advised those present that there would be a meeting of the 
Neighborhood-University Relations Committee’s Neighborhood Task Force on Monday, 
February 11, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.                               

          
E. Architectural Committee (Marinshaw/Patton) 
There was no report.  Commissioner Marinshaw then requested to be removed                 
as liaison.  Commissioner Patton stated she had a new job and would be out of town 
often and requested an alternate.  This item will be discussed at the March 6th meeting. 

 
F. Agnews Historic Cemetery Museum Committee (Wilson and Patton) 
Commissioner Wilson distributed photographs of the new museum.  She stated it was 
nearly complete, was very nice and that there would be a dedication next month. 

 
G. BART Committee (Marinshaw) 
Commissioner Marinshaw noted there had not been a meeting. 

 
XII.     Items Considered, Time Permitting 

  
XIII. A. Request for Commission Budget for 2008-09 

Ms. Silva noted that a memorandum was provided in the Commissioners packet         
requesting the same budget amount as the last several years. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Patton, seconded by Commissioner Richards and 
unanimously carried to request $9,300 for the Commission Budget 2008-09.  
        
Mr. Riley advised the Commission that staff was requested to report how the            
Commission’s budget is spent and encouraged the Commission to use their                 
conference and travel budget. 
 
Commissioner Marinshaw then requested the letter sent by Commissioner Richards  
to the City Manager regarding this issue.  Staff will send a copy to every Commissioner. 

 
Motion:  It was moved by Commissioner Richards, seconded by Commissioner 
Petersen and carried (Commissioner Patton dissenting and Commissioner Boynton  
excused) that all conferences be pre-approved by the Commission.    

 
XIV. Pending Agenda Items (notice of upcoming agenda items only- No discussion) 

A. Commissioner Training/Budget and Review of Conference/Travel Protocols 
Ms. Silva noted that the City Manager had prepared a written report regarding City 
protocols for training, conference and travel. 

 
The Commission then referenced the City Manager’s letter regarding Conference and  
Travel.  Commissioner Richards then stated that all conference and travel must be pre 
approved by the Historical and Landmarks Commission, while noting two  
Commissioners had spent 43 percent of the annual budget on conference and travel.   
Commissioner Patton then stated she had served on other City Commissions/Boards  
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where travel and conference were not an issue and that Historical and Landmarks  
Commissioners should be able to attend them.   

 
B. Further updates on Harris-Lass Preserve 
Commissioner Richards noted he felt there were still three pending items to be done: 
storage shed, widow’s walk and patio.  Commissioner Marinshaw will follow-up with the 
Preservation Society on these items. 

 
XV.     Adjournment     

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 
Judith Silva 
Associate Planner 
 
 
 
Approved: 

 
 
 
 

Carol Anne Painter 
City Planner 
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